$A 
= 9 
Objections againſt days of faſting and 
prayer ſlated and anſwered, 

IN A ; 

S E KK. i WW. 
Occaſioned by the 


«20 


| WITH 
FRANCE and SPAIN 


PREACHED AT 


CroucntD-FRIaARSs, 
JANUAR , 1744-5. 


Being the Day appointed by His MAIESH V 
for a Pu BLI FasT. 


By GEORGE BENSON, D.D. 


— — 


LU UM 


Printed for J. Noox, at the Hhite Hart in Cheap- 
fide; R. KING, at the Bible and Crown in Fore- 
Street; J. WAavuGH, at the Turks Head in Grace- 


church-S$treet ; and M. Coo ER, at the Globe in 
Pater-nofter- Row, M DCC xL V. 


Price Six-PENcE. ] 


Isa1an lviii 6, 7. 
Is not this the faſt that I have choſen ? 
zo looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to 


undo the heavy burthens, and to 
let the oppreſſed go free, and that 
you break every yoke 

| Ts it not to deal thy bread to the hun- 
gry, and that 55 bring the poor 
that are caſt out, to thy houſe? 
when thou ſeeft the 1 * that 
thou cover him; and that thou 
hide not thyſelf from thine 0072 
** 2 


came againſt Feho oſhaphat to 

battle; he was afraid, and ſet 

himſelf to ſeek the Lord, and 

proclaimed a faſt throughout 

all 2 And Judab gathered themſelves 
A 2 


toge- 


k find that, when the children , Chen 
of Moab, Ammon, and others, xx, 1. 


4 Objeftions againſt days of faſting 
together to aſł help of the Lord; even out 
of all the cities of Fudab they came - Je- 
alem] to ſeek the Lord. — And, in the fol- 
lowing part of the ſame chapter, it appears 
that their faſting and praying were accept- 
able unto God; that he heard their prayers, 
and granted them victory over their enemies. 

Jeremiah AGAIN; it is recorded that the Lord ſaid | 
_ „ unto Jeremiah, © Take a book, and write 
" «therein all the words that I have ſpoken 
« againſt Jrael and againſt Judah, and a- 
e gainſt all the nations, from the day I [i 
© ſpake unto thee, even unto this day. It 
«- may be that the houſe of Judah will hear 
„e all the evil which I purpoſe to do unto 
„ them; that they may turn every man 
* from his evil way, that I may forgive 
te their iniquity and their fin,” Then Je- 
remiah (being in priſon) ſaid unto Baruch, 
« I cannot go into the houſe of the Lord. 
* Therefore go thou and read in the roll, 
« which thou haſt written from my mouth, 
e the words of the Lord in the ears of the 
te people, in the Lord's houſe, upon the faſt- 
« ing day; and alſo thou ſhalt read them in 
* the ears of all Judab that come out of 
their cities. It may be they will preſent 
« their ſupplication before the Lord, and will 
*« turn every one from his evil way. For 
« great is the anger and the fury that the 
* Lord hath pronounced againſt this people.” 
wy 4 | Baruch 


ry 


and prayer flated and anſwered. 


Baruch read what Jeremiab had writ, 
and King Jeboiabim took it and threw it 
into the fire; and ſought to apprehend both 
Baruch and the prophet, He and his peo- 
ple deſpiſed the admonition, and accordingly 
tell into the hands of their enemies, and 
ſuffered in a remarkable manner. I am not go- 
ing to run a paralel, in all theſe particulars, 
between the caſe of the Jeus, in antient 
times, and the preſent ſtate of our nation. 
But would have you obſerve, from the two 
caſes that have been mentioned, from this 
whole chapter where the text is, and from 
the reaſon and nature of things, that when 
faſting and prayer promote moral virtue, or 
holineſſe of heart and life, they then render 
us acceptable to God. And, in that wa 
alone, can men reaſonably hope for the divine 
bleſſing. + | 

Tho' theſe things appear fo evident; yet 
ſome perſons. ſeem to doubt as to the neceſ- 
fity or expediency of complying with the 


calls of our civil Governors to thoſe religious 


exerciſes of faſting and prayer. It may be 
proper and of ſome ſervice, therefore, to take 
notice of their objections. 
(I.) It is ſaid, © that Religion is not a civil 
* affair; and therefore our legiſlators have 
© no right to appoint either feaſts or faſts. 
*© Feſus Chriſt is ſole lawgiver in his church: 
And, if he had appointed ſuch a thing, 
* his diſciples ought to have obeyed. But; 
cc as 
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© as he hath not, no power upon earth hath 
« a right to make laws that ſhall be binding 
<« upon the conſciences of Chriſtians.” 

To which it may be anſwered that, in 
the affairs of religion and conſcience, we 
ought to acknowlege no human authority. 
But, if things be right and reaſonable in 


| themſelves, the diſciples of Jeſus may and 


ought- to obſerve them. If any thing was 
injoined by the civil magiſtrate that broke 
in upon the rights of conſcience, or tended to 
infringe that liberty wherewith Chriſt has 
made us free, it is our duty not to comply, 
but bravely to bear our teſtimony againſt it 
at the hazard of all we have in the world, 
and even of life itſelf. But, when our ſu⸗ 
periors recommend that, which we may ob- 
ſerve in our own way; and againſt which, 
upon other accounts, we have no material 
objection ; it would be obſtinacy and affected 
ſingularity not to comply with ſuch a propo- 
ſal. And we muſt needs think ourſelves con- 
cerned in the public welfare, as much as out 
neighbors and the reſt of the nation. 

OB). II. Some may ſay, that all warlike 
e preparations are highly proper; but what 
** can other things ſignifie?“ 

To this it may be. juſtly anſwered, that 
an over-ruling providence ought to be ac- 
knowleged and taken into the account; 
otherwiſe all our preparations can avail no- 
thing. The trace is not always to the ſwift, 

nor 


and prayer flated and anſwered. 
nor the battle to the ſtrong. Many ſtrange 
revolutions have happened in Europe, within 
theſe few years paſt ; and who can cell what 
ſhall he the ſituation of things a few years 
hence? The proudeſt and moſt aſpiring mo- 
narch may be humbled, and the lowly ex- 
alted. The power and the might and the 
battle and the victory are the Lord's, and he 


giveth them to whomſoever he pleaſeth. The 


whole creation is in his hand, and every thing 
in it intirely at his diſpoſal, He command- 
eth the winds and the waves; raiſeth tem- 
peſts, and ſtilleth the raging ſea, as well as 
the tumult of the nations. He can eaſily 
proſper the attempts of the weak, and baffle 
the counſels of the deepeſt politicians, and 
the ſtrength of the largeſt armies. He can 
ſecure our navy from ſtorms and tempeſts, and 
give ſuceſſe in the day of battle. He can ſend 
diſcord into the cabinet, the camp, or the 


fleet of our enemies, and make our hands 


ſtrong, and our hearts couragious. It is there- 
fore highly fit and meet to acknowlege 
him, whoſe kingdom ruleth over all. 
OB]. III. Some have particularly object- 
* ed againſt faſting, as a thing that can neither 
obe acceptable unto God, nor of any benefit to 
% mankind,” As to which it hath been 
very juſtly obſerved, that the prayers of good 
men are not leſſe acceptable to God, after 
they have taken their neceſſary food, than 
when they are faſting. But, in the firſt 
place, 
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place, by faſting, all abuſe of meats and 
drinks and all exceſſes are prevented; which 
is higbly proper, when men approach God 
in ſolemn acts of worſhip : and more eſ- 
pecially fit for thoſe who fare ſumptuoufly 
every day ; which is the caſe of many in 
and about this great city. 

In the next place, the people are, by this 
mean, made more attentive to what they 
are about, and the more incited to mind 
their duty. And aſting has the ſame effect 
upon them with other bodily ſervices, ſuch 


as ftanding or kneeling, the Jeus praying 


towards the temple, and the like; - - all 
which things move and affect mankind much 
more, than if they were to perform divine 
worſhip merely within their own minds; 
tho” it is the mind alone which God regards. 
- - - AGAIN ; the devotion, and conſequently 
the repentance and holineſſe of ſome perſons, 
13 promoted by abſtinence or faſting ; and ſuch 
perſons ought to take this method, becauſe it is 
an help and advantage to them. Burt, as all the 
means of virtue ought to be eſteemed in an 
exact proportion to their promoting the great 
end, viz. right temper and life : they, who 
find total abſtinence on ſuch a day to hinder 
their devotion inſtead of helping it, ought 
only to lefſen the uſual quantity of their 
food, and in that way humble themſelves 
before the Lord. But to indulge to exceſſe, 

6 | or 


and prayer flated and anſwered. 


or even to that plenty which might be pro- 


per on another occaſion, after a few hours 


abſtinence and attendence on public worſhip, 


is a very odd way of faſting, and manifeſts 


a great degree of indifference towards re- 


pentance and humiliatioun. 


As to ſeveral parts of chriſtian behavior 
and worſhip, we are left to the reaſon of 


things, and the guidance of our own under- 


ſtandings. In the New Teſtament we are 
no where commanded to faſt, But we have. 
the example of the apoſtles and other chri-- 


ſtians, who joined faſting with prayer; and 


are not therefore | cenſured, but . ſpoken of 


with approbation. And our Savior has given 


us rules how to behave, when we are diſ- 
poſed to obſerve a faſt. in private; i. e. not 
to make a ſhow and oſtentation of it to the 


world; but to appear among men as at o- 


ther times, and let it be a tranſaction be- 


tween God and our own ſouls. However, 


faſting as a religious exerciſe,” is of no value 


any further than it promotes holineſſe of heart 
and life. This appears both from the reaſon 
of the thing, and from the clear and affecti- 
onate account of this matter, in the chapter 
where the text is; --- in which God orders 
_ the. prophet to declare aloud, that their ex- 
ternal performances, their faſting and pray- 
ing ſignified nothing, as long as they there- 


by ſought only the praiſe of men, and the 


character of being very religious, without 
B repen- 


10 OCObjeftions againſt days of faſting 
| Mat. vi. repentance and perſonal virtue. As that was 
- . 25 53 10. the reward they ſought, that was all the re- 
ward they were to have. The. meaning of 
i ver. 4. ſeems to be different from what is 
repreſented in out tranſlation, viz. * * You 
&« ſhall [i. e. you ought. to] faſt for ſtriſe 
<« and debate; or that you may ceaſe from 
_« ſtrife and debate, and from ſmiting with 
i ce the fiſt of wickedneſſe. Ver, 5. Cc. 
| a loud voice in prayer or lamentation, an 
afflicting the. ſoul, hanging down the head, 
q wearing ſackcloth, lying down upon the 
\ ground in duſt and aſhes; - - all theſe were 
 , aQually practiſed by the Jews, but ſig- 
nified nothing without the practice of juſ- 
tice and charity, which they were deſigned 
i to promote. But, if they would have faſted 
1 and prayed, with a view to become better 
men; then, amidſt all their dark and threaten- 
ing appearances, their light would have brake 
if forth like. the morning; their righteouſneſſe 
1 would have led the van, and gone in the front 
3 of the army, and protected them from all 
evil: and the glory of the Lord would have 
brought up the tear; ſo that being defended 
behind and before, no enemy would bave 
been able to hurt them. And, in other 
1 lofty and figurative expreſſions, the prophet 
I intimates the ſettled peace, plenty and tran- 
quility, which would have followed upon 
their becoming ſincerely pious and — 


Vid. Cleric, in loc. 


and prayer f!ated and anſwered. 
And, if we: faſt with a view to humble 
eln before God for our own fins, to 
mortiſie pride, vanity, or any other vice 
or Ry to be more liberal to the poor and 
and to be more ſtrict in the obſerva- 
tion of every divine precept; how can ſuch 
a faſt be reckoned ſuperſtitious or ridiculous? 
or what is there unceaſohable or unbecoming 
therein? 
OBJ. IV.“ As Gin have objected againſt 
10 faſting, ſo others have objected againſt pray. 
er. They allege that all things go oh in 
one ſtated courſe, juſt as they were faxed 
in creation: that good men and bad 
«are alike involved in famine and peſtilence, 
« in ſtorms and ſhipwrecks, in wars and 
«© invaſions: that chriſtian nations have no 
<<. mote: peace than the Jews of old, or 
te than the Heathens and Mahometans have 
© now a days: that Proteſtants are as much 
© expoſed as Papiſts ; ; and good princes and 
<« virtuous nations, as the tyrants and op- 
<< preſſors of mankind, or the nations who 
* chooſe flavery; and abound in all manner 
Hof -ignorance and wickedneſſe; - - that, 
* therefore, it is a vain thing to pray unto 
© God, and to humble ourſelves before him. 
** Our prayers cannot move the almighty, 
*© nor our days of faſting and humiliation 
have any effect upon his counſels or ac- 
e tions. Tho”, therefore, all watlike pre- 
* parations are highly wiſe and reaſonable ; 
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Objeftions againſt days of faſting 
yet praying, with a view to conquer'our 
enemies, is a mere idle notion, fit only 


for Prieſts to defend, whoſe buſineſſe 


it is to amuſe and inſlave the minds of 
men; and fit for none but the giddy, 
thoughtleſſe multitude to attend to and 
obſerve. They, indeed, know no better. 


They look upon God, as a King or great 


man, who fits upon a throne in' heaven, 
and looks down upon all the children of 
men ; who is moved by the importunity of 


thoſe who earneſtly cry-unto him for help, 


and who may be perſuaded into other 
meaſures than thoſe he had deſigned to 
perſue. Whereas mortal men can nei- 
ther inform nor move the almighty; It 
he knows that peace is proper for us, he 
is infinite in wiſdom and power, and abun- 
dant in goodneſſe, and he will grant us 
an honorable and laſting peace and tran- 
quility. But, if he is determined to vifit 
us with war or invaſion; if he will 


ſuffer our trade to be interrupted, or to 


go into other channels, and viſit other cli- 
mates; ſo he will do; and it is not our 
uſing prayers or intreaties that can ſtop 
the hand of heaven, or have any effect 
upon the almighty. For he is of one 
mind, and who can turn him? and what- 
ſoever his ſoul deſireth, that he doth; for 


he will accompliſh all his — | 
Nov 


and prayer flated and anſwered. 13 
Now as to this, and all objections of the like 
nature, it may juſtly be granted that we 
cannot infotm God of any thing, as if he 
was before that ignorant, and after our men- 
tioning it to him, he was then perfectly ac- 
quainted with it. For God knows all things of 
himſelf before we mention them, and that 
much more perfectly than we can deſcribe 
them, or even know them. Neither can our 
prayers have any influence upon God, unleſſe 
they firſt have a proper influence upon us, 
to render us truly penitent for our fins, thank- 
ful for our mercies, and careful for the future 
to. know and do the good and holy and ac- 
ceptable will of God. Had Fi. 
God, the wiſe and univerſal creator, hath 
ſo ſettled the plan of providence, that virtue 
leads to happineſſe, and vice to miſery. Now 
prayer is a mean to virtue, and as ſuch is it- 
ſelf a virtue, which ought carefully and con- 
ſcientiouſly to be practiſed. | 
The Jews, indeed, were under a Theo- 
cracy, and frequently had extraordinary and 
miraculous interpoſitions in their favor, when 
they kept free from idolatry,” and the vices 
which it drew after it. Now ſuch miraculous 
interpoſitions we are not to expect. But it 
is true, in all inſtances, that righteouſneſſe 
exalteth a nation, and that fin is the re- 
proach, and threatens the ruine of any peo- 
ple. And, under the New Teſtament, god- 
- UP | lineſſe 
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us meet objects of the d 


Otjeftions againſt days of faſting 
F hath the promiſe: of tho life . 
now is, and of that wlüch is to come. 
It is true, future and eternal . in 
* e world are the great things which 
chriſtians arg/principally to regard. But it is 


alſo to be remembered that the conſtitution 
of this world is wiſe, and that virtue tends 


to proſperity, and vice to miſery, even in the 
A. dae Thus the plan of creation 
muſt appear to every thinking perſon to be 
truly rational and noble. «- A AIN ; God 
hath not hindered hinaſelf by the plan of 
creation, from interpoſing in an extraordi- 
nary manner, in ſome particular and re- 
markable circumſtances. Nay, wherever it 
s wiſe and proper to interpoſe, we may de- 

upon it, that God was always deter- 
mined. to do 2 and will actually do it. 
But, in caſes, to which the plan of crea- 
tion teacheb not, and the divine interpoſure 
would not be wiſe and proper; there we art 
to conſider the grand ſcheme of providence 
as reaching forward into an * ſtate 
and world; where (not whole nations indeed, 
bat) all righteous and penitent perſons, of eve- 
ry kindred and nation, ſhall be made perfectly 
and forever happy; and the wicked of all 
nations puniſhed according to their deſerts.— 
As therefore prayer evidently promotes righte- 
ouſneſſe; and in conſequence of that renders 
vine favor and bleſ- 
ſing; ſo far it cannot juſtly be objefted 

againſt 


and prayer ſtatad and anſwered. 
againſt, or be deetbed a vain and fruitleſſe- 
thing. On the contrary, it muſt inſpire a 

ople with zeal and bravety, firmly to be- 


Ee e & right in the fight of 
God; and that in a uſt caſe, carried on 


the divine bleſſing. 


OB. FIFTH ANDLAST. „ Tt may agai in 


* -/be objected that, when days of faſting 
e and humiliation are obſerved, there is 


* little or no reformation of the vici- 
<« ous effected thereby. Every one is ready 
ce to complain of the wickedneſſe of others; 
and will, without ſcruple or heſitation, 
<« confeſſe the fins of the nation in 
0 or of men of ſuch and ſuch ran 


.and 


< ſtations, or of different ſecta and parties 


<< in matters of religion, For inſtance, great 


% men and governors will readily complain 


te of the idleneſſe and vice of the lower part 
* of mankind, that they are factious and ſe- 
© ditious, giddy and unmanageable, prone to 
4 "he! ie. be for tl nh; never 
2 any governor or any form 
t tho! 


end in ruine and ſa 


The people, on the other hand, will 
„ readily acknowlege that (tho' the king 
** can do no wrong; yet) ſome. perſons in 

power have been too covetous and aſpi Ifing ; 


_ 


that they have been for burthening the 
N N with many and heavy taxes; as 1 


« art 


by lawful methode, ey may depend 19 15 


mern, 


government, but fond of revolutions, 
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cc 


art of government chiefly conſiſted in a 


ſkill to raiſe the revenues to the greateſt 
height; that they have been for carrying 
the royal prerogative too great a length; 


and for bearing hard upon the trading 
world, and ſuch as have ſtood up for the 
liberties of the nation; that they ſcarce 


have ſcrupled any methods to bring the 


<«« people into a flaviſh ſubjection and de- 


©. 
cc 
cc 


pendence; or at leaſt have not duely con- 
ſulted the eaſe and liberties and welfare of 


the nation. 


The city will freely and warmly in- 


cc 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 
«c 
8 
«c 
cc 

cc 
ec 
cc 
cc 
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veigh againſt the court; and repreſent it 
as a place that effeminates the minds of 
men, and greatly indangers their virtue; 
that ſome of our nobility and gentry have 
departed from that honeſt bravery and true 
Engliſh ſpirit, for which their anceſtors 
were ſo much renowned; and have affected 
the manners and followed the faſhions of 
ſome of our greateſt enemies, and of the 
moſt: foppiſh, voluptuous and effeminate 
courts and nations; - - that they have ſpent 


bigh, and paid their honeſt tradeſmen and 


dependents but very indifferently : that they 
have run out great eſtates, by being above 
looking into their own accounts; till they 
have become dependent on the crown, and 


obliged to fall into all its meaſures, to keep 


up that external ſhow of grandeur, which 
they have have thought neceſſary to perſons 
13 cc of 


and prayer flated and anſwered. 17 
« of their quality; that they have been inſati- 
* ably fond of pleaſures and diverſions, and 
© have led the nation into that falſe and de- 
eſtructive taſte; that they have been much 
* addicted to gaming and debauchery, and ex- 
© travagancies of various kinds; that in public 
c affairs they have been exceſſively guilty of 
e bribery and corruption; till by their ex- 
© ample and influence that leaven hath ſpread 
© thro' the nation, and there are few votes 
* to be had, places of profit and preferment 
© to be obtained, or public affairs to be tranſ- 
« acted, without it. The court, in return, 
* will readily condemn the city, and allege 
e that the citizens grow too rich and inſo- 
« lent, full of pride, covetouſneſſe, luxury, 
« fraud and oppteſſion; that, as by their 
« large and extenſive trade they have ſuch 
an abundance of wealth flowing in upon 
© them, they grow vain and ambitious, at- 
« tempting to rival their ſuperiors in dreſſe 
“and furniture, in gaiety, pomp and ſplen- 
dor; not keeping that due diſtance which 
6 inferiors ought evermore to obſerve. 
| „% Men of a libertine and licentious turn 
; © of mind will moſt readily — againſt 
, ce prieſt-craft, and damn the bigots of all 
7 cc parties; but eſpecially thoſe ho ſet up for 
4 de the teachers and inſtructors of mankind. 
P 
1 


«© They will allege that they uſe religion 
« 'as a cloak for ambition and luſt of power 
6 « and dominion, and are evermore ſtudy- 
of C „ ing 
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cc 
cc 
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cc 


ing how to make a gain of godlineſſe. 
With this view they will ſubſcribe articles 


which they do not believe, and devoutly. 


cc: 


make uſe of prayers of which they do not 
heartily approve. They will flatter Princes 
in their vices, or at leaſt connive at them ; 
and aſſiſt the civil magiſtrate to inſlave the 


people, that they themſelves may ſhare 


in the ſpoils of perſecution and arbitrary 
power; that the morals of ſome of them 
have been bad, and ſome of their doctrines 
the moſt abſurd and ridiculous. And, if 
we were to reckon up all the idle and ab- 
ſurd notions they have propagated, and 
the tyranny and ſlavery, the perſecution 
and amazing cruelty, which they have fo- 
mented, it might be queſtioned whether 
they have not done infinitely more harm 


than good, 


&« Fecclefiaſtics, in return, will not fail 
to complain of the licentiouſneſſe and 
infidelity. of the age, of the ſhameful 
neglect of religion and public worſhip ; 
of the little reverence which is paid to 
them and their ſacred order; and of the 
great abounding of all manner of vice and 


wickedneſſe. Some of the clergy, who 


are dignified with high titles, and inriched 
with the affluent emoluments of an eſta- 
bliſhed church can, with great zeal, pray 
againſt the increaſe of hereſy and /chi/m, ih- 


tending thereby mens thinking for them- 


« {elves 


and prayer flated and anſwered, 19 


ſelves, and worſhiping God according to 


their own conſciences and in their own 


way. And thoſe, who diſſent from the 
multitude, are very ready to complain 
of the unjuſt authority and impoſing ſpirit 
of ſome in the eſtabliſhment ; their great 
zeal for trifling ceremonies, their coldneſſe 
and formality in the worſhip of God; 
their indifference about peace and charity, 
and the little regard which they manifeſt 
towards ſcrupulous conſciences. The ſects 
and perſons of more free and generous ſen- 
timents will not ſcruple to condemn that 
dictating ſpirit of infallibility and domi- 
nion, pride and arrogance, bigotry and 
uncharitableneſſe, which they obſerve in 
thoſe of more narrow ſentiments. . And 
the laſt, in return, will complain aloud of 
the growth of error and herefie, dam- 
nable doctrines and dangerous deluſions ; 
they will faſt and lament the corruption and 
degeneracy of others; tho' they (ſome of 
them) ſeldom confeſſe their own fins, or 
pray for the pardon of them. Acain; 
the drunkard and the prodigal will freely 
exclaim againſt the odious vice of cove- 
touſneſſe; and the covetous inveigh moſt 
bitterly againſt the profuſion, extravagance 
and luxury of our age and nation. The rich 
will acknowlege that the poor are ſaucy and 
inſolent, idle and troubleſome; that they 
will work no longer than they are forced 
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Objeftions againſt days of faſting 


to it; and that they do not behave with 


that modeſty, humility, frugality, pru- 


dence and induſtry, which become per- 


ſons in their ſtation. The poor will tell 
you, on the other hand, that the rich are 
proud and oppreſſive, uncharitable, hard- 
hearted and cruel ; that they live in eaſe 
and ſplendor themſelves, and fare ſump- 
tuouſly every day; but negle& the force- 
ful cries of hunger, aud the piercing com- 
plaints of thoſe who are ready to periſh 
with cold. Old perſons ſee the errors of 
youth, and are very warm in cenſuring 
their thoughtleſſneſſe, extravagance and 
folly. And youth are very much offended 
with the moroſeneſſe and auſterity of old 
age. Thus every one condemns the vices 
and follies of others; but what doth this 
conduce to a national reformation ? Or 
where is the perſon who obſerves ſuch a 
faſt, with a view to amend his own faults? 
If we could perceive ſuch effects, we could 
have no objection. But ſuch a mutual 
accuſing of one another, and ſhifting the 
blame off from ourſelves, muſt rather 
produce bad effects than good ones, and 
is 1t{elf a vice inſtead of a virtue.“ | 
Now as to this long and formidable objec- 


tion, I would obſerve, that holding up prevail- 
ing vices: to public view: is one of the beſt 


means, that I know of, to 


put all tanks and or- 


ders of men in mind of their faults: and the 


more 


and prayer flated and anſwered. 
more they are ſpoken of, with cenſure and 
condemnation, the more likely they are to be 
repented of and forſaken. Perſons of different 
ſtations in life, or different parties in religion, 
ſhould conſider what their enemies ſay of 
them. If it is falſe and groundleſſe, or if 
it be in itſelf no fault, they have no occa- 
ſion to be moved by it. The conſciouſneſſe 
of their own integrity is ſufficient to ſupport 
them againſt all unjuſt cenſures, and incourage 
them to perſevere in the right way, But, as 
far as the accuſations of their adverſaries are 
well-grounded, they ought to be liſtened to, 
and lead the guilty to repentance and amend- 
ment. - It is true, every one's firſt and 
principal concern is to ſearch into his own 
conduct, and repent of his own ſins. But 
none of us ſhould be unconcerned for our 
neighbors and acquaintance, for our countrey, 
or for the church of God; but ſhould exert 
ourſelyes, and do all in our power to pro- 
mote that righteouſneſſe which will ſecure 
and exalt our nation; and to put away that 
fin which muſt be the reproach and threaten 
the ruine of any people. 

There are ſome great and national vices, 
which I could heartily wiſh to ſee reformed. 
It would be exceding well if thoſe numerous 
and inſnaring oaths, which are required at the 
cuſtom-houſe, in taking up the freedom of the 
city, putting churchwardens and other pariſh- 
officers into their office, and the like, were ei- 
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22 Obhjections againſt days of faſting 
ther quite aboliſhed, or explained in ſuch a 
manner, as that conſcientious men need not 
ſeruple them for fear of incurring the dreadful 
guilt of perjury. © It were alſo a deſirable thing 
to have the ſtatutes of our univerſities reviſed 
and altered ; or the oaths and ſubſcriptions re- 

moved, which are required in order to enter in- 
to our colleges, For as it is, either our youth 
know not not what thoſe ſtatutes are, which 
they ſwear to obſerve ; or, if they know them, 
they will find them either impracticable, or 
very difficult to he obſerved. And yet the oaths 
to obſerve them muſt be repeted once and again 
by him who would riſe to the ſeveral degrees 
of honor and dignity there confered. The 
requiring of all the clergy to ſubſcribe to 
articles of mere human compoſition, which 
feveral of them are thought not thoroughly to 
believe, and ſome of which ſeem not eaſy 
to be reconciled with reaſon and ſcripture ; 
- - - and likewiſe to make them ſwear to ob- 
ſerve canons, ſome of which are obſolete, 
and others very rigorous and unreaſonable ; 
This muſt needs be a very wrong method 
of entering a man into ſo facred an office, 
where all prevarication and hypocriſy, all 
trifling with oaths and ſubſcriptions ought 
induſtriouſly to be avoided. 
The requiring of every man that has any 
place of burthen, or truſt, or profit, under 
the government, to qualifie himſelf by tak- 
ing the Lord's ſupper (that ſolemn — 
whic 


and prayer flated and anſwered. 
which our Lord himſelf appointed with quite 


another purpoſe) is one of thoſe abominations, 


thoſe national fins for which the land mourns. 
Theſe I call national vices, . becauſe they are 
eſtabliſhed by law, and are grievances, which 


all wiſe and good men muſt (I ſuppoſe) wiſh 


to ſee redreſſed. 


There are other laws of ſuch a nature, 


that I ſhould be glad to ſee them alſo re- 
led; but I will mention no more of them 

at preſent, And ſome, perhaps, will think 

that I have already mentioned too many. 


As to that luxury and extravagance in all 
kinds; that horrible curſing and profane 


ſwearing which are ſo often heard in our 


ſtreets ; the various kinds of lewdneſſe and de- 
bauchery ; the drunkenneſſe and gluttony ; the 
theft and robbery, and all manner of fraud and 
diſhoneſty ; the gaming and prodigality ; the 


prophaning the Lord's day, and the neglect and 


contempt of divine worſhip, both in public and 
private ; the little concern which appears in 
many parents and maſters of families to kee 
their children and ſervants under due reſtraints 
and regulations, and to inſtruct them in the 
principles of religion and virtue ; the head- 
ſtrong, ungovernable and licentious behavior 
of youth, who ſet their hearts on ſcarce 
any thing but dreſſe and pleaſure, gaiety and 
endleſſe diverſions ; the ſpreading of en- 
thuſiaſm on the one hand, and infidelity on 
the other, which mutually cauſe or occaſion 
one 
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24 Objections againſt days of faſting 
one another ; - - theſe are things which one 
cannot, on ſuch an occaſion, forbear to take 
notice of and moſt heartily lament. ' And 
it is a thing greatly to be wiſhed, that the 
guilty would amend, and fo prevent the 
judgments of heaven from falling on a 
guilty land, and fave themſelves from the 

wrath to comm. 3 

The nations, with which we are now ingag- 
ed in war, have (it muſt be confeſſed) greater 
abominations in the midſt of them; ſuch as 
moſt dreadful -perſecutions in matters of re- 
ligion, eſtabliſhed by their laws, and executed 
with the greateſt rigor. © The reſtleſſe pride 
of one of the courts to make kings of the 

n younger ſons of the family; and the bound- 

4 leſſe ambition of the other, to gain and eſta- 

| bliſh an univerſal monarchy, to give laws to 

the nations, and to make the fate of Europe 
to depend upon the nod of their grand mo- 
narch; - - - theſe are vices from which (bleſſed 
be God) our land is free. I ſhould think the 
perfidy and boundleſſe ambition of the latter 
were enough to excite all the nations a- 
round them to join in one common confede- 
racy, in order to deſtroy their power and capa- 
city to moleſt the neighboring .nations any 
more. One would think the treachery of 
5 that nation, and the late behavior to which 
* they have inſtigated one of their allies, would 
| render them the abhorrence and deteſtation of 
mankind, as common enemies, and the grand 
0 diſ- 


and prayer flated and anſwered. 
diſturbers of the peace and tranquility of 
Europe. | | 

We are now fighting for our laws and 
for our liberties, for our friends and fa- 
milies, and for our dear native country. 


May the guilty be prevailed upon to repent 


of their ſins, and the righteous perſevere in 
their integrity! May almighty God pour down 
the beſt of bleſſings upon our moſt gracious 
king and all his royal family ! May he grant 
underſtanding. to our counſellors, and teach 
our ſenators wiſdom ! May he inſpire with 
ſteddineſſe and unanimity, with conduct and 
bravery, our fleets and our armies, our aux- 
iliaries and allies; and may the bleſſing of 
heaven attend us in all our juſt and lawful 
undertakings! And finally, may we be fa- 
vored, in due time, with a fafe, :- honorable 
and laſting peace and tranquility ! Then will 
our trade revive and flouriſh, our fields yield 
their increaſe, and there will be. no room 
for complaining in our ſtreets. Then will the 
divine protection be the glory of our land; 
and upon all that glory there will be a de- 
fence. 

But, whether national fins be repented of, 
or no; and temporal ſucceſſe denied, or 
granted ; every truly pious, penitent and righ- 
reous perſon may depend upon acceptance 
and ſucceſſe hereafter ; and may hope (thro 
the mediation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt) 
to be delivered from death, and to enter 
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26 Objeftions againſt days of faſting 
into the land of perfect peace and everlaſt- 
ing felicity, where neither wars nor rumors 
of wars can reach or diſturb him any more. 

And God grant that we may all of us 

finally attain to the bleſſedneſſe of that hap- 
py world, Amen! | 
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